SLE 


calls a weaver’s (buttle or reed a flay. To Jlcy is to part a 
twift into fmgle fibres.] 

I on a fountain light, 

Whofe brim with pinks was platted, 

The banks with dafFadillics dight 

With grafs like fleave was matted. Drayton's Cynthia. 
Sleazy, adj. [often written feezy.] Weak; wanting fub- 
ftance.' This feems to be of the fame race with fleave, or from 
to Jlcy. 

Sled. n.f. [ feed, Danilh ; fledde , Dutch.] A carriage’drawn 
without wheels. 

The fled , the tumbril, hurdles, and the flail, 

Thefe all hiu fir be prepar’d. Dry den. 

Sle'dded. adj. [from fled.’] Mounted on a fled. 

So frown’d he once when in an angry parle, 

He fmote the Jleaded Polack on the ice. Shakefpeare. 

Sledge, n.f. [pleeg, Saxon; fleggia, Iflandick.] 

I. A large heavy hammer. 

They him fpying, both with greedy force, 

At once upon him ran, and him befet, 

"With ftrokes of mortal fteel, without remorfe. 

And on his fhield like iron fledges bet. Fairy ffhfeen. 

The painful fmith, with force of fervent heat. 

The haraeft iron foon doth mollify. 

That with his heavy fedge he can it beat, 

And fafhion to what he it lift apply Spetifer. 

The uphand fledge is ufed by under workmen, when the work 
is not of the hrgeft, yet requires help to batter and draw it 
but; they ufe it with both their hands before them, and fel- 


dom lift their hammer higher than their head. 


Moron. 


Ariftotle aferibes it unto the fwiftnefs of that motion; but 
it would follow that the quick ftroak of a light hammer fhould 
be of greater efficacy, than any fofter and more gentle ftriking 
of a great fledge. Wilkins's Mathematical Magick. 

2. A carriage without wheels, or with very low wheels ; properly 
a fed. See Sled. 

In Lancafhire, they ufe a fort of fedge made with thick 
wheels, to bring their marl out, drawn with one horfe. Mort. 
SlEEk. n.f l/leycb , Dutch.] Smooth; nitid ; glofiy. 

Let me have men about me that are fat, 

Sleek- headed men, and fuch as fleep a-nights. Shakefpeare. 
Envy ! 

How eagerly ye follow my difgrace, 

As if it fed ye; and how feek and wanton 

Y’ appear in ev’ry thing may bring my ruin. Shakefpeare. 

Yet are the men more loofe than they, 

More kemb’d, and bath’d, and rub’d, and trim d. 

More feek'd , more foft, and flacker limb’d. Ben. Johnfon. 

What time the groves were clad ip green. 

The fields all dreft in flowers, 

And that the feek- hair’d nymphs were feen. 

To feek them fummer bowers. Drayton. 

The pureft pafteboard, with a feek ftone rub fmooth, and 
as even as you can. Peacham. 

As in gaze admiring, oft he bow’d 
His turret creft, and flcek enamel’d neck. 

Fawning. Midton s Paradife Loft. 

Thofe rugged names to our like mouths grow fleck) 

That would have made Quintilian ftare and gafp. Milton. 
Thy head and hair are feek , 

And then thou kemb’ft the fuzzes on thy cheek. Dry den. 
So feek her fkin, fo faultlefs was her make, 

Ev’n Juno did unwilling pleafure take 
To fee fo fair a rival. 

To Sleek, v. a. [from the adjective.] 

1. To comb fmooth and even. 

By dead Parthenope’s dear tomb, 

And fair Ligea’s golden comb. 

Wherewith {he fits on diamond rocks. 

Sleeking her foft alluring locks. 

2. To render foft, fmooth, or gloffy. 

Gentle my lord, feek o’er your rugged looks; 

Be bright and jovial ’mong your guefts to night. 

She does feek 
With crumbs of bread and milk, and lies a-nights 
In her neat gloves. Ben. flohnjons Catiline. 

A fheet of well feeked marble paper did not caft any of its 
diftin£f colours upon the wall. Boyie. 

The perfuafive rhetorick 

That feek'd his tongue, and won fo much on Eve, 

So little here, nay loft. ^ Milton. 

A cruife of fragrance, form’d of burnifh d gold, 

Odour divine ! whofe foft refrefhing ftreams 
Sleek the fmooth (kin, and feent the Inowy limbs. Pope. 
Sleekly, adv. [from feek.] Smoothly; gloffily. 

Let their heads be feekly comb’d, and their blue coats brufh d. 

Shakefpeare's Taming of the Shrew. 
To Sleep. v. n. [Jlcpan, G othick; pleepan, Saxon; ftaeptn, 
Dutch.J 

i. I'o take reft, by fufpenfion of the mental powers. 

I’ve watch’d and travell’d hard : 

Some time I {hall feep out; the reft I’ll whiflle. Sloakefp. 
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Where’s Pede ?—go you, and where you find, a piaid 
That, ere Ih o fleep, hath thrice her prayers, find, 

Rein up the organs of her fantafy ; ; 

S cep (he as found as carelefs infancy; j, , 

But thofe that feep, and think not on their fins, - 

Pinch them, arms, legs, backs, {boulders, fides, and fhi.n’.s 

Shakefp fare's Merry Wives of Windier. 
If the man be poor, thou {halt not feep with his pledge. E a t 
Sleep on now, and take your reft; behold the hour 

h*»d. ^xxvi.4" 

Peace, good reader! do not weep; 10 

Peace ! the lovers are afleep.: 

They, fweet turtles ! folded lie, 

In the laft knot that love could tie. 

Let them feep , let them feep on. 

Till this ftormy night be gone. 

And the eternal morrow dawn, 

Then the curtains will be drawn; 

And they waken with that light, 

Whofe day {hall never feep in night. Crojhavj 

Thofe who at any time feep without dreaming, can never 
be convinced that their thoughts are for four hours bufy with¬ 
out their knowing it. Luke. 

To reft ; to be motionlefs. 

Steel, if thou turn thine edge, or cut not out the burly- 
bon’d clown in chines of beef ere thou feep in thy lheath, I 
fcefeech Jove on my knees thou mavft be turned into hob¬ 
nails. Shakefpeare's Henry VJ. 

How fweet the moonlight feeps upon this bank! 

Here will we fit, and let the founds cf mufick 
Creep in our ears. Shakefpeare's Mcrch. of Venice . 

The giddy {hip, betwixt the winds and tides, 

Forc’d back and forwards, in a circle rides, 

Stunn’d with the different blows; then fhootsamain, 

Till countcrbuff’d {he ftops, and feeps again. Dryden. 

3. To live though tlefsly. 

We feep over our happinefs, and want to be rouzed into 
a quick thankful fenfe of it. Atterbury. 

4. To be dead; death being a ftate from which man will fome 
time awake. 

If we believe that Jefus died and rofe again, even fo them 
alfo which feep in Jefus will God bring with him. 1 Lkijf. 

A perfon is faid to be dead to us, becaufe we cannot raife 
from the grave ; though he only feeps untQ God, who can 
raife from the chamber of death. Aylife's Par ergon. 

5. To be inattentive; not vigilant. 

Pleav’n will one day open 
The king’s eyes, that fo long have frpt upon 
This bold, bad man. Shakefpeare's HenryX III. 

6. To be unnoticed, or unattended. 

You ever 

Have wifti’d the feeping of this bufinefs, never 
Defir’d it to be ftirr’d. Shakefpeare's Henry VIII. 

Sleep, n. f. [from the verb.] Repofe; reft; fufpenfion of the 
mental powers ; {lumber. 

Methought I heard a voice cry fleep no more ! 

Macbeth doth murder feep ; the innocent feep ; 

Sleep that knits up the ravell’d fleeve of care ; 

The birth of each day’s life, fore labour’s bath, 

Balm of hurt minds, great nature’s fecond courfe. 

Chief nouriflier in life’s feaft. Shakefpeare's Macbeth. 

Cold calleth the fpirits to fuccour; and therefore they can¬ 
not fo well clofe and go together in the head, which is ever 
requifite to feep. And for the fame caufe, pain and noife 
hinder feep ; and darknefs furthereth feep. Bacon. 

Beafts that fleep in winter, as wild bears, during thei tflap 

Bacon. 


Brydcn. 


Dryden. 


wax very fat, though they eat nothing, 

His faften’d hands the rudder keep, 

And fix’d on hcav’n, his eyes repel mvid'mg fleep. 

Hermes o’er his head in air appear’d. 

His hat adorn’d with wings difclos’d the god, 

And in his hand the feep compelling rod. 

Infants fpend the greateft part of their time in feep, anc * are 
feldom awake but when hunger calls for the teat, or fome 
forces the mind to perceive it. ' 

Slee'peR. n.f. [from feep.] 

1. One who fleeps; one who is not awake. 

Sound mufick; come my queen, take hand withj 11 ^ 
And rock the ground whereon thefe feepeis be. obattjr 
What’s the buhnefs, 

That fuch an hideous trumpet calls to parley ^ , 

The feepers of the houfe ? Shakefpeare s j A G 

In fome countries, a plant which fbutteth in thu 
openeth in the morning, and openeth wide at noon; t 1 1 
habitants fay is a plant that {Repeth 1 here be 
then ; for almoft all flowers do the like 

Night is indeed the province of his reign; 

Yet all his dark exploits no more.contain ,, 

1 han a fpy taken, and a feeper flain. r"will 

He muft be no great eater, drinker, nor feeper, tna ^ 
difeipline his fenfes, and exert his.mind: every 1 L ^ 
dertakiog requires both. 2> 
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S L E 

A lazy inactive drone. 

3 ‘ That which lies dormant, or without effect. 

3* T r et penal laws, if they have been feepers of long, 01 xx 
jrrewn unfit for the prefent time, be by wife judges confined 

in the execution. 

A Afift. Ai-fviorb. 

SiEEMLYi adv. [from fmpy.\ 
r ' Orowfily ; with defire to fleep* 

** TatkFchufe to endure the wounds of thofe darts, which 
cnV y cafteth at novelty, than to go on fafeiy and feepily in 
the eafy ways of ancient miftakings. Raleigh. 

0 would make us believe that Luther in thefe acaons 

upended to authority, forgetting what he had feepily owned 
| cfore Atterbury. 

Sleepiness, n.f [from feepy.] Drowfinefs; difpofition to 
fleep ; inability to keep awake. 

Watchfulnefs precedes too great feepinejs , and is the molt 
ill boding fymptom of a fever. Arbuthnot. 

Sleepless", adj. [from feep ] Wanting fleep. 

The field 

To labour calls us, now with fweat impos d. 

Though after fleeplef night. Miltons Paradife Loft. 

While pen live poets painful vigils keep, 

SUeplefs themfelves to give their readers fleep. Pope. 

Sleepy, adj. [from fleep.] 

1. Drowfy; difpofed to fleep. 

2. Not awake. 

Why did you bring thefe daggers from the place ? 

They muft lie there Go, carry them and finear 
Th z feepy grooms with blood. Shak fpeare's Macbeth. 

She wak’d her feepy crew, 

And rifing hafty, took a ihort adieu. Dryden. 

3. Soporiferous; fomniferous; caufing fleep. 

We will give you feepy drinks, that your fenfes unintelli¬ 
gent of our infufficience, may, though they cannot praife us, 
as little accufe us. Shakefpeare's Winter s Tale. 

Let fuch bethink them, if the feepy drench 
Of.that forgetful lake benumb not ftill. Milton. 

I fleeped about eight hours, and no wonder; for the phy- 
ficians had mingled a feepy potion in the wine. Gulliver. 
Sleet, n.f [perhaps from the Danifh, fet.] A kind of fmooth 
fmall hail or fnow, not falling in flakes, but lingle particles. 
Now'’ van to van the foremoft fquadrons meet. 

The midmoft battles haftning up behind, 

Who view, far off, the ftorm of fallingyTb?/, 

And hear their thunder rattling in the wind. Dryden . 

Perpetual feet and driving fnow 
Obfcure the ikies, and hang on herds below. 

.Huge oxen ftand inclos’d in wintry wails 
Of fnow congeal’d. Dryden. 

Rains would have been poured down, as the vapours be¬ 
came cooler; next fl.e’, then fnow, and ice, and froft. 

Cheyne. 

10 Sleet, v. n. [from the noun.] To fnow in fmall par¬ 
ticles, intermixed with rain. 

Slee'i'y. adj. [from the noun.] Bringing fleet* 

Sleeve. n.J. [flip, Saxon.] 

1. 1 he part of a garment that covers the arms. 

Once my well-waiting eyes efpy’d my treafurfe, 

With feeves turn’d up, loofe hair, and breaft enlarged. 

Her father’s corn, moving her fair limbs, meafurel Sidney. 
I he deep fmock feeve, which the Iriflh women ufe, they 
Fy, was old Spanifh; and yet that fliould feem rather to be 
an old Englifh fafhion : for in armory, the fafhion of the 
Manche, which is given in arms, being nothing elfe but a 
f^eve, is fafhioned much like to that feeve. And knights, 
in ancient times, ufed to wear their miftrefs’s or love’s fleeve 
upon their arms; fir Launcelot wore the feeve of the fair 
maid of Afteloth in a tourney. Spmfer's Ireland. 

tour hofe fhould be ungarter’d, your feeve unbutton’d, 
your (hoe untied, demonftrating a carelefs defolation. ShakeJ'p. 

You would think a fmock a fhe-angel, he fo chants to the 
y*«%-band, and the work about the fquare on’t. Shakefpeare. 
He was cloathed in cloth, with wide feeves and a cape. Bacon. 
In velvet white as fnow the troop was gown’d, 

, 1 heir hoods and feeves the fame. ° Dryden. 

wrT’- T fome P rovinces > Signifies a knot or fkein of fflk’ 
nich is by ffime very probably fuppofed to be its meaning in 
• the following paffage. [See Sle a ve ] 

Methought 1 heard a voice cry, fleep no more ! 

Macbeth doth murder fleep ; the innocent fleep; 
hjeep that knits up the ravell’d feeve of care, 

The birth of each day’s life Shakefpeare. 

eeae, Dutch, figmfies a cover; any thing fpread 


0* 


over 


which feems ro he tiie lenfe of feeve in the proverbial phrafe 
feeves CQ ^ ftarperS laU § h at the who,e roguery in their 

Men know themfelves utterly void of thofe qual 
J 'mpudent fycophant afi ” 
at them for believing 


L' Ef range. 

the imh » - .u.u U1 ujuiu qualities which 

1 ^impudent fycophant aferibes to them, and in his feeve 


laughs 


South's Sermons . 
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w l ”*““ m +52£!%d%£ l Si 

a. To hang on a fleeve ; to make dependent. 

It is not for a man which doth know, or fliould know 
what orders, and what peaceable government requireth, ^to 
afk why we fhould hang our judgment upon the church s 
fieeve and why in matters of orders more than in matters of 

doctrine. , H ‘ oker ' 

5. [Lolligo, Latin.] A fifh. Ainfwsrth. 

SleeTed. adj. [from feeve.] Having fleeves. 

Slee'veless. adj. [from fleevef] 

1 4 Wanting fleeves; having no fleeves. # 

His cloaths were ftrange, though coarfe, and black, tho 

bare ; 

Sleevelefs his jerkin was, and it had been 
Velvet, but ’twas now, fo much ground was feen. 

Become tufftaffaty. Donne . 

They put on long feevelefs coats of home-fpun cotton. 

Sandys * 

Behold yon ifle by palmers, pilgrims trod, 

Grave mummers ! feevelefs fome, and fhirtlefs otneis. Pope, 

2. Wanting reafonablenefs ; wanting propriety ; wanting fo- 
lidity. [This fenfe, of which the word has been long pof- 
feffed, I know not well how it obtained ; Skinner thinks it pro¬ 
perly livelef or Ufclefs: to this I cannot heartily agree, though 
1 know not what better to fuggeft. Can it come from feeve , 
a knot, or skein and fo fignify unconnefied, hanging ill to¬ 
gether? or from fleeve, a cover; and therefore means plainly 
abfurd ; foolixh without palliation?] 

This feevelefs tale of tranfubftantiation was brought into 
the world by that ether fable of the multiprefence. Hall.' 

My landlady quarrelled with him for fending every one of 
her children on 21 fle j .uelefs errand, as file calls it. SpeLlator . 

Sleight, r .. f. [ flagd , cunning, Iflandick.] Artful trick; 
cunning artifice; dexterous practice; as fleight of hand ; the 
tricks of a juggler. This is often written, but lefs properly, 
fight. 

He that exhotted to beware of an enemy s policy, doth not 
give counfel to be impolite; but rather to be all prudent 
forefight, left cur fimplicity be over-reached by cunning 
feights. Hooker . 

Fair Una to the red crofs knight 
Betrothed is with joy ; 

Though falfe Duelfa it to bar. 

Her falfe fleights do employ. Fairy ffjueen. 

Upon the corner of the moon, 

There hangs a vap’rous drop, profound 5 
I’ll catch it ere it come to ground ; 

And that diftill’d by magick fleights. 

Shall raife fuch artificial fprights. 

As, by the ftrength of their illufion 

Shall draw him on to his confufion. Shakefpeare's Macbeth. 

Out ftept the amp e fize 

Of mighty Ajax, huge in ftrength; to him, Laertes’fon. 
That crafty one as huge in fleight. Chapman . 

She could not fo convey 
The maffy fubftance of that idol great. 

What f eight had fhe the ardens to betray ? 

What ftrength to heave the goddefs from her feat ? Fairf. 

In the wily fnake 

Whatever feights, none would fufpicious mark. 

As from his wit, and native fubtilty 

Proceeding. _ Milton: 

Doubtlefs the pleafure is as great 
Of being cheated, as to cheat; 

As lookers on feel moft delight. 

That leaft perceive the juggler’s f eight. Hudibras. 

Good humour is but a fleight of hand, or a faculty mak¬ 
ing truths look like appearances, or appearances like truths. 

Lk Eft range. 

When we hear death related, we are all willing to favour 
the fight, when the poet does not too grofsly impofe upon 

us * . Dryden ; 

While innocent he fcorns ignoble flight. 

His honeft friends preferve him by a fleight. Swift. 

Sleine. n. f [This word is apparently mifprinted for feine.] 
Is a net of about forty fathoms in length, with which they 
encompafs a part of the fea, and draw the fame on land by two 
ropes faftned at its ends, together with fuch fifb as lighteth 
within his precinft. Carew. 

Slender, adj. [finder , Dutch.] 

1. Thin; fmall in circumference compared with the length* 

not thick. 0 > 

So thick the rofes buftiing round 
About her glow’d ; half-ftooping to fupport 
E„ch flow’r oljlmgr ftaik ^ MUtm _ 

2. Small in thewaiu; having a fine fhape. 

What fender youth bedew’d with liquid odours. 

Courts thee on.rofes in fome pleafant cave. Milton. 

beauteous Helen fhines among the reft, 

Tall, fender, ftraight, with all the graces bleft. Dr Jen, 


3• Not 
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